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Ismail to conceive the grandiose idea of an Egyptian empire in
the very heart of Africa. It was in the second half of the nine-
teenth century, when the call of Africa was as alluring as the
call of India had been in the fifteenth century, that Ismail's
attention was drawn to the mine of reputed wealth that lay
next-door to him. He first set out to enlist the European
Powers to his side. This he succeeded in doing by making use
of two catchwords which were very popular at that time:
"Geographical discovery" and "Anti-slavery." Under the
cover of these two transparent veils Ismail pursued a policy of
aggrandisement which worked, at least for a time, very
smoothly and successfully.

Edward Prince of Wales, while in Egypt as the guest of the
Khedive in 1868, reassured the Khedive of the honour that
would accrue to Egypt if he were to take on himself the duty
of civilising the primitive peoples of the Dark Continent and
of stamping out the slave trade. The Khedive snatched at the
opportunity suggested by the Prince of Wales, who had
coupled his suggestion with a recommendation that the
Khedive should engage Sir Samuel Baker as head of his
African enterprise.

Baker was one of the famous explorers in the second half of
the nineteenth century who, seeing the unknown spots on the
map of Africa, had made their way of their own accord or in
the name of scientific and geographical societies to search for
the sources of the Nile. Grant and Speke were the pioneers
who had been sent by the Royal Geographical Society of
London to land in Zanzibar, and from thence to travel west-
wards in search of the sources of the Nile. In 1862 they actually
explored the great lake from which the Nile started and to
which they gave the name of their illustrious Queen. Baker
had come up the Nile straight after them by way of Khartoum,
and it was reserved for him to discover Lake Albert
in 1864.

It was with this reputation behind him that his name was
suggested to the Khedive Ismail, who was shrewd enough to
think it worth while pleasing the Prince of Wales by agreeing
t& the engagement of Sir SarnueL In April 1869 Baker was
therefore taken into His Highnesses service, and a contract for
four years was signed. A great expedition was then organised,